BUDGET JUSTIFICATION
Principal Investigator:  
Sponsor/Program:  
Project Period:  
[The amount of detail provided in the justification should be tailored to sponsor-specific requirements and the specific project or activity. Explain the function of the position or cost as it directly relates to and benefits the project. Only include information that is applicable to and accurate for your project. If your budget does not include a particular category, do not include a justification for it.]
PERSONNEL
[For each person, it is recommended that the following be included for clarity: Role/position/suitability to project and commitment of effort to project in person months.]
John Doe MD, PhD Principal Investigator (0.09 academic months/1% effort; 1 summer month/33.33% effort) / No salary requested for the academic months. 
Prof. XXX is Professor in the Department of XXX at Michigan State University and specializes in XXX. The PI will provide scientific direction and supervision for the project. [Specify what this entails.]
TBN, Graduate Student Research Assistant (4.00 academic months/50% effort): Salary and tuition requested for Year 1 and Year 2):  1 graduate research assistant will support the project at 50% FTE level during the academic year and about 25% FTE in the summer, in each budget year. He or she will assist in ongoing literature review, document review for project districts, qualitative data management and analysis, and management and statistical analysis of survey data. 

TBN, Hourly Research Assistant: Two temporary, hourly undergraduate students will be hired to serve as project coordinators. The research assistants (RA) will possess strong communication and computer skills and knowledge of qualitative methodologies. The responsibilities of the RAs will include coordinating and facilitating the sessions for participants, communications for the program on campus and off campus; distribution of program materials to the participants; data collection; and preparation of qualitative research reports. The principal investigator will work with the RAs throughout these efforts. The Research Assistants will devote a total of 250 each toward the project and will be paid $10/hour.

FRINGE BENEFITS
MSU fringe benefits are based on a specifically identified rate for all employees. Under this system, costs are identified into four categories and accounts will be charged only to the extent that an employee receives those benefits including retirement, FICA, health, and other miscellaneous benefits. Summer salaries for academic year faculty and hourly research assistants are limited to 7.65%. Fringe benefits rates for Graduate Student Research Assistants are determined by the University. For additional information please refer to 
https://www.osp.msu.edu/PL/Portal/DocumentViewer.aspx?cga=aQBkAD0AOQA1AA==
TRAVEL
Domestic Travel
Funds are requested for the PI and one graduate student research assistant to travel to XXX to visit with project collaborators at the University of XXX at the end of Year 1. Costs are estimated at $1,900 and are calculated as follows:
Airfare
$500/ea * 2 people 
$1,000

Lodging
$125/day * 2 days * 2 people 
$500
Meals/Incidentals
$50/day * 2 days * 2 people 
$200

Ground Transportation
$100/ea * 2 people 
$200

Funds are requested for the PI or Co-I to attend one conference as part of the dissemination effort at the end of Year 2. Costs are estimated at $1,325 and are calculated as follows:

Airfare
$500

$500

Conference Registration
$200

$200
Lodging
$125/day * 3 days
$375
Meals/Incidentals
$50/day * 3 days
$150

Ground Transportation
$100/ea

$100

PARTICIPANT SUPPORT COSTS

[Costs of participants and trainees (not employees) in connection with sponsored conference/meeting/workshop. Usually the participant is participating in an educational capacity, and benefits from the project’s educational goals. Generally, indirect costs are not allowed on participant support costs.]
Stipend

Explain what expenses are figured into the provision of the stipend.

Travel

Do not add this amount to the amount listed in E. Travel, which is for key personnel and other personnel.  Provide similar details as listed in the Travel section above.
Subsistence
This could be a food per diem.  Specify the period covered.

Other

List any other expense associated for the participants, and how this is relevant and necessary to the project (e.g., supplies, printing of materials, etc.).

OTHER DIRECT COSTS
Supplies
Justify the requested dollar amount by listing the items to be purchased and the cost for each per unit, by budget year. Include a basis for the cost to explain how costs were derived.
Publication costs
Many journals require a per-page or per-article publication cost, and these fees should be paid for through your grant. Other publication costs, including posters for meetings, should also be included.

We request funds in Years 4 and 5 to publish the results of our study to cover journal page costs, and production of posters for research meeting. We project that results will be verifiable and provide data that will produce information which will be disseminated through conferences and publication in journals.
Consultants
Anticipated consultant services must be justified and information furnished on each individual’s expertise, primary organizational affiliation, normal daily compensation rate, and number of days of expected service. Consultants’ travel costs, including subsistence, may be included.
The PI will employ an outside source to provide evaluation and input into his work with nanostructures.  William Griffith, Ph.D., is CEO of Nanolabs.  The consultant will devote 5 hours per year to the project at $200 per hour, for a yearly cost of $1,000.

Subcontracts
Identify Subcontract Principal Investigator and Institution/Company. Provide a brief description of services to be provided, which project years, basis for the cost, total costs.
Tuition
Tuition expenses are requested for the Graduate Student Research Assistant listed above for Fall and Spring semesters each year, with a 4% escalation each year.
Human Subjects Payments
The PI will collect data from 90 L2 Spanish learners. The experiment will last approximately 1.5 hours. Since participation in the experiment will not benefit the participants directly, they will be paid $20 each to compensate them for their time.
FACILITIES AND ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS

MSU’s current negotiated indirect cost rates (55% research projects, 36% other sponsored activities, and 26% off-campus projects) were approved by the Department of Health & Human Services on June 26, 2015. MSU utilizes a Modified Total Direct Costs (MTDC) base consisting of all salaries and wages, fringe benefits, materials, supplies, services, travel, and up to the first $25,000 of each subaward. MTDC shall exclude equipment, capital expenditures, charges for patient care, rental costs of off-site facilities, tuition remission, scholarships and fellowships, participant support costs, and the portion of each subaward in excess of $25,000. A copy of the policy can be found at:  https://www.osp.msu.edu/PL/Portal/DocumentViewer.aspx?cga=aQBkAD0AMQA2ADUA.
FACILITIES AND ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS – if not included
F&A costs are not included per the sponsor’s written guidelines.

INFLATION
A 2% cost of living increase was assumed for all salaries and was also applied to other categories where noted.
